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Extract of Proceedings by Cr. Helen Harris OAM, 2012.

Theme:  Local Government: A mixed bag.
Attendance:  Approximately 60 people attended, including national president Iris MacDonald.

Resolutions carried:

This Conference resolved to recommend to the Minister for Local Government that:  Where a building or complex of buildings have a recognised significance in the community, the municipality be given the power to zone, under Town Planning, an order that no demolition or external changes can take place without consultation with and by permission of the municipal authority.

This Conference urges the Environment Protection Authority to continue its work reviewing existing laws and legislation, with the object of enforcing the Litter Act, on the spot fines, and the employment of litter wardens, working with health inspectors at municipal level, with powers to prosecute.

That the Victorian branch of the ALGWA accept the invitation of Mr. Harry Parsons, the Housing Commission’s Urban Renewal officer, to set up a liaison committee with his department, in order to keep fully informed of all future developments in his area.

President Gracia Baylor welcomed the delegates and included the following comments:

We hear a great deal these days about the Women’s Liberation Movement and the Women’s Electoral Lobby.  These two organisations attract a great deal of publicity in their efforts to free women from the confines of the home and the care of pre-school children for the outside world.  I want, ladies and gentleman, to tell you about sixty eight liberated women in Victoria.  I refer, of course, to the sixty eight women at present serving on municipal Councils.  These women are going about their task with a quiet determination and confidence.  They have not sought notoriety for their actions in standing for Council.  They are women who feel deeply about their communities, who have a strong sense of responsibility and wish to contribute towards the welfare of society.

Speakers:

Mr. Harry Parsons, Deputy Director (Urban Renewal) Housing Commission, spoke on preservation of old buildings and the Renewal Act.

Mr. David Niven, Senior English master, Melbourne High School, spoke on some case histories regarding preservation of old buildings.

Two speakers then covered pollution issues:

Prof. R.G. Barden, Chairman, Department of Mechanical Engineering, Monash University, spoke on noise pollution.

Mr. A. Gilpin, Chairman, EPA, on environment pollution.

Mr. V.R.A. Warren, Strategic Planning Division, Town and Country Planning Board, then spoke on ‘Albury-Wodonga – the new Australian experiment’ covering the history of the area and the planned development.

Then followed a dialogue between 3AW commentator Ormsby Williams and Cr. Doris Condon, former state and national president of ALGA, entitled ‘Come out of the kitchen’.  Cr Condon commented that ‘there were 68 women councillors in Victoria as against about 3,000 male chauvinist pigs’ and that ‘a woman must work four times as hard, to prove she was as good as one man’.

Mr. Dick Brown, Director, Geelong Regional Tourist Authority, followed by Mr. William Moran, Director, Department of Tourism, spoke on ‘The challenge of tourism’.
Guest speaker at the conference dinner was Lord Mayor of Melbourne, Alan D. Whalley, formerly a councillor at Mulgrave.  Among the points raised was that ‘he had met a lot of women councillors ... and he could only say women would not get anywhere in local government unless they were able to stand up to their fellow males, and think and act as they did.  A woman had to be tough enough to stand up against men, because many men were still not prepared to accept women as equals.   At the same time some of the best councillors he knew were women, and they had changed the face of local government – it was no longer a private club for men.’

The following morning the president planted a commemorative tree in front of the Upper Yarra Shire Offices, and installed a bronze plaque beside it.  Delegates then went on a bus tour to Healesville Sanctuary, where they had lunch.

