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Theme – Government – Our Challenge
ALGWA was successful in its application for $1,500 to the national advisory committee set up to administer grants to celebrate International Women’s Year, and part of the funding was used for this conference.

The Victorian government hosted a reception for the Association, the first government reception offered any organisation outside the Melbourne metropolitan area. Guests were welcomed by the Premier Rupert Hamer and Mrs. Hamer and the State President, Cr Nancy Needham.

Among attendees was Mrs. Shulamit Aloni, MP of Israel, Tom Uren, Federal Minister for Urban and Regional Development, Alan Hunt, Victorian Minister for Local Government and Justice Roma Mitchell of the South Australian Supreme Court.

Attendance totalled 175, with over 300 attending the reception.
Speakers:
Tom Uren spoke on the various activities funded during International Women’s Year, and mentioned some research that had been done on women elected to local government.  This showed that they were mostly represented in Councils with residents in the middle to higher income brackets, and that they came from backgrounds of community participation in local areas of activity, such as playgrounds, pre-schools, community centres etc., and bought that interest to Councils, resulting in a broadening of the functions of local government.

Alan Hunt stated that the days of Councils being responsible only for roads, drains and bridges, paid for by a property tax (rates) were long gone; that nowadays Councils provide services to people, and that the funds to pay for these services should come from the national pool of taxation, on a per capita basis, so that Council budgets would automatically include this amount.
Rupert Hamer mentioned that he had previously opened ALGWA conferences at Newtown, (Geelong), Camberwell and Mildura.  (He was Minister for Local Government from 1964-1971).  He spoke of the growing fields of activity in which local government was now involved, particularly social welfare, cultural and recreation activities, and felt that these were particular fields in which women could play a part.  He also dwelt on the various improvements his government was introducing to assist women in International Women’s year, such as changing legislation with regard to public service employment.  He spoke also of the work put in by a former secretary of ALGWA, the late Jean Baldwin.
Miss P.M. Smith, town clerk, City of Shepparton, spoke of the challenge for local government which she defined as having self-respect and meriting respect, both as a Council and as an individual Councillor.   ‘Respect comes from not knuckling under to pressure – from groups or individuals.’  While public participation is to be encouraged, it is only as an aid to decision making.  Rates must reflect the costs to Council, and it was unwise to seek to reduce them as it meant that sooner or later services or infrastructure would suffer.
Senator Kathy Martin spoke of her experiences of being a woman politician, particularly from a conservative Queensland.
Mr. L.T. Muir, Deputy Chairman, Albury Wodonga Development Corporation, spoke on the Federal government’s planned decentralisation and development of the area, which was to house 300,000 by 2000. [As at 2011 it was just over 105,000].

Hon. Justice Roma Mitchell, the first woman QC in Australia, and the first woman Supreme Court judge, spoke on her hopes that more women would take up law as a profession.
Mrs Shulamit Aloni, a journalist, lawyer, teacher and Minister without Portfolio in the Israel government, has been involved in human rights for many years and was one of nine individual MPs who were introducing a Private Members’ Bill to stop discrimination against women in Israel.  She felt that local government was merely an extension of being a housewife, because it dealt with small issues, and that women needed to look at the bigger picture.  As a feminist, she railed at the influence of clergy and felt that the Australian Family Law Bill, which covered divorce, was one of the best.
Dinner took at a local motel in Wodonga, where the guest speaker was Prof. D. Llewellyn-Jones, MD.  Among the points raised were:

This is a sexist and racist society and needs challenging.  Women are disadvantaged sexually, financially and politically. ... Complaining that men don’t treat you well is not enough – you are to blame because you should teach your sons how to treat women. ... Change must come through women and women must have a choice. ... Women are tending to marry earlier ... they are losing their identity – they are the ones who live on Bex and Aspro – ending up in hospital with kidney damage, having completely lost their background.  
Resolutions put to the Conference:
That this Conference, recognising the financial disability that precludes some women from taking an active part in Local Government resolves to support the introduction of an allowance for all Councillors, and resolves to pursue this matter through all available channels, including the Municipal Association, with strong representation to State and Federal Governments, to immediately form a Sub-committee to prepare a submission for this purpose.  Carried
That this Conference resolves that a recommendation be sent to the Government Committee Against Discrimination that it set out terms of reference to ensure than men and women graduating from courses in Local Government Administration will receive identical consideration of their application for employment, and that advertising and selection procedures reflect such terms of reference.   Carried
That the vigorous conduct of elections is fundamental to democracy.  It is therefore proposed that:

(1)  All candidates achieving more than 5% of the vote should receive a grant towards the cost of electioneering related to the number of voters on the roll.

(2) And/or the costs of elections should be tax deductible in the same way as are the costs of election of candidates for State and Australian governments.
This resolution was lost.

