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November Newsletter 2021 
In the spirit of reconciliation, The Australian Local Government Women’s
Association Victorian Branch acknowledges Aboriginal and Torres Strait Island
peoples as the Traditional Custodians of this land. We acknowledge and
respects their unique ability to care for Country, and their deep spiritual
connection to it. We pay our respects to their Elders, past, present, and
emerging.

Congratulations to our 2021 Bursary Award winner Sonja Van
Nieuwenhoven, from Casey City Council. What a fantastic and
deserving winner of this year’s award.
 
I would also like to congratulate all of our finalists - Katherine Cooper
(Mornington Shire), Susan Gheller (Bass Coast Shire), Belinda Moody
(Whitehouse City Council), Danielle Prentice (Monash City Council), and Sarah
Vella (Bass Coast Shire). Listening to each of you share your enthusiasm,
passion and dedication were amazing, it was fantastic to hear about your
studies, your plans, and roles.
 
You will see our submission to Safe and Strong further in the newsletter.  A
huge thank you to Sandra Wilson, our lead on this piece, and to our executive
committee for their input.
 
We were also very excited to announce our 2022 conference at the Greater
Shepparton City and look forward to a jam-packed conference program. You’ll
see more details over the next few newsletters, so keep an eye out.
 
As we move out of restrictions, we are really looking forward to catching up
one last time for the year via our online platform as our local events start to
ramp up.  This has been a wonderful way to stay connected across the state
and we continue utilizing zoom into the future.   
 
Warm regards, 
Mayor Kylie Spears
ALGWA Vic President

Our 2021 Bursary Award Winner    

Sonja Van Nieuwenhoven, from Casey City Council.

“I thank ALGWA Victoria for the award, whose leadership in supporting and
encouraging women in Local Government to pursue further in education which
is just so important to professionals like myself. This recognition contributes to
the representation of women in local government as role models for other
women inside and outside of local government. Recognising women in local
government demonstrates clear career development pathways for other women
to pursue their passion and drive positive change in our communities." 

2022 Conference Announcement 
We are excited to share that ALGWA Vic's annual conference will be hosted by
Greater Shepparton in 2022. More details are to come very soon.

As the buzz is still alive after our 2021 conference, we cannot wait for next
years to take place in a rural city, neither can greater Shepparton. They are so
excited to show us what they have got. 

“We are absolutely delighted to host this wonderful event in Shepparton.
Through the great work that has been done by ALGWA Vic, we are so
appreciative of and through my 5 years of work on council, how incredibly
important the work that you do and the diGerence it makes to not only the
people getting elected, but the people considering it, and there’s that strength of
support that I have seen grow incredibly in this last 5 years”.  – Cr Kim O’KeeGe,
Mayor of Greater Shepparton 

What's Happening in November

Christmas nibbles and drinks... your style! 

LIVE FREE EVENT via Zoom on Thursday 25th November @7pm

As we find ourselves transitioning out of lockdown, we would like to invite
you to spend an hour together as a state. This will be a space where we
can celebrate and chat about our achievements over the past year, where
we are currently, as well as, the direction we want to move forward in.
Bring your enthusiasm and Christmas spirit along, and come have a
laugh! 

Nothing beats supporting one another!

Safe and Strong submission

The State Government is refreshing Safe and Strong: A Victorian Gender
Equality Strategy. A review and consultative process has been undertaken to
build on the successes of the 2016 strategy with a future focus on four priority
areas - Safety, Health and Wellbeing, Economic Equity, and Leadership and
Representation. While all priority areas are important, available resources
limited ALGWA Vic’s submission to the ‘Leadership and Representation’ priority,
emphasising the need for a stronger focus on women in local government - as
the saying goes ‘you can’t be what you can’t see’. The new Safe and Strong
Gender Equality Strategy will be launched in March 2022. ALGWA Vic’s
submission is attached via the link below.
 

Welcome Katina Sharpe

A kind hello to you all, my name is Katina Sharpe, and I am just about to
complete my Bachelor of Health Science majoring in Health Promotion at
Swinburne University of Technology. I am very grateful to be given the
experience to be a part of ALGWA Vic's intern team so I can continue to grow
my knowledge and skills through the guidance from Executive Officer Cr
Michelle Kleinert who has been so welcoming, whilst being empowered by
women within the local government sector.
 
During my internship at ALGWA Vic, I will assist in collaboration with Michelle
to lead ALGWA Vic's first International Women’s Day event! This will be an
important milestone for me as I am a strong advocator in creating beneficial
changes to lives, which includes promoting gender equality and boosting
women’s empowerment. I welcome any feedback. When this opportunity arose,
I was ecstatic to jump on board as this is not something I would have ever
thought to be included in. I hope nothing short of success for our event, which
I will be proud to be a part of in the production. 

Whilst bringing my enthusiasm and eagerness as an intern, I hope that I can
assist in strengthening ALGWA Vic.

Click link to book

Link to Submission
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